
The Last Lecture:  Really Achieving Your Childhood Dreams 

Communications 801 

Mr. Kelly 

Due Date:  Wednesday, January 25  

 

In our class each day we have been reading a different section of Professor 

Randy Pausch‟s Last Lecture.  We have recently finished the book and 

watched the actual lecture.  Many professors are given the opportunity to 

give one „last lecture‟ at the end of their careers.  Diagnosed terminally with 

Pancreatic Cancer, this was in fact the last lecture Randy would ever give 

before his death in July of 2008.  Married with three young children, Randy 

decided to give his lecture with an underlying tone, or „head fake‟, which 

was to tell his story with many life lessons hidden throughout.  This lecture was meant for his children to look back on after 

his untimely death.  For your final project in Communications 801, you are asked to look back on Randy‟s lecture for 

inspiration and think about what you would have to say if ever put in a similar circumstance.  This project is not one for 

the faint of heart.  You will be asked to really look inside yourselves and hold nothing back.  I want you all to use this 

project not only to give your curious teacher a better insight on your views and beliefs, but also as a means to learn a little 

more about yourself as well.  You do have choice in how you wish to submit this project: 

 

 Microsoft Word Document 

 A Microsoft Power Point Document 

 Video/Audio/Multimedia Presentation 

 Oral presentation to your peers 

 

Assessment:  Each section will be assessed on a scale of 1 – 4:  1(weak), 2(moderate), 3(strong), 4(outstanding) 

Your overall effort put into this project will also be assessed on a scale of 1-4 

Each response should be in the 250-300 word range. 

44 possible marks 

 

First Chance: The Elephant in the Room 

Choose one of the following to respond to: 

 

1. What are some of your childhood dreams? How can we encourage children to follow their dreams? 

2. How would you tell a child that a loved one is dying or has died?  How does the age of a child make a difference? 

3. What details from Randy‟s childhood led to his successes later in life?  Do you believe that most parents do the best 

they can at the time?  What advice would you give to someone who didn‟t “win the parent lottery”? 

4. Randy says parents don‟t realize the power of their words:  “Depending on a child‟s age and sense of self, an 

offhand comment from Mom or Dad can feel like a shove from a bulldozer.”  Did you ever feel that way as a 

child? 

 

Second Chance: Pouring Soda in the Backseat 

Choose one of the following to respond to: 

 

1. Chapter 5 describes Randy‟s bedroom.  Speak about your own room and the special things that are in it. 

2. Randy hated his first name, Randolph.  What does your first name mean?  How did your parents select it for you?  

How do you feel about it?  Does it suit you? 

3. What was your favourite stuffed animal as a child and why? 

4. Why do you think The Last Lecture has appealed to so many people? 

 

Third Chance: Romancing the Brick Wall 

Choose one of the following to respond to: 

 

1. “Brick walls are there for a reason, they give us a chance to show how badly we want something.”  Discuss a “brick 

wall” that you have encountered and how you overcame it. 

2. “Experience is what you get when you didn‟t get what you wanted.” Tell about a time in your life when you did 

not get what you wanted and how it affected the rest of your life. 

 

 

 



Fourth Chance: Training a Jedi 

Choose one of the following to respond to: 

 

1. P.23 Randy‟s father “liked humorous anecdotes that turned into morality tales.  Do you have one to share? 

2. P. 185 Read what Randy suggests you say to a friend who is going to die.  What would you say? 

3. P. 9-10 What makes you unique?  What do you alone have to offer others?  How would you define yourself? 

4. P. 36 “You‟ve got to get the fundamentals down, because otherwise the fancy stuff is not going to work.” How is 

this true in Mathematics as well as in life? 

 

Fifth Chance: Tigger or Eeyore 

Choose one of the following to respond to: 

 

1. P. 141 “…a substantial fraction of many people‟s days is spent worrying about what other people think of them.  If 

nobody ever worried about what was in other people‟s heads, we‟d all be 33% more effective in our lives and in 

our jobs (or studies).”  Do you agree or disagree? Why? 

2. Years ago some families didn‟t tell a loved one that he/she is dying.  What do you think about that?  Do you think 

some patients would rather not be told the truth? Is honesty always the best policy? 

3. Of his football coach, Randy says, “He knew there was really only one way to teach kids how to develop self 

esteem.  You give them something they can‟t do, they work hard until they find they can do it, and you just keep 

repeating the process.”  Has there ever been a time where this quote would represent a time in your life?  How did 

you feel when you finally figured it out? 

 

Sixth Chance: Get in Touch with Your Crayon Box 

Choose one of the following to respond to: 

 

1. P. 147 “Whether you think you can or can‟t, you‟re right.”  Do you agree or disagree and why? 

2. P. 36-37 “When you‟re screwing up and nobody says anything to you anymore, that means they‟ve given up on 

you…your critics are often the ones telling you they still love and care about you, and want to make you better.”  

Think of a time when you were criticized by someone whose opinion mattered to you.  Did you realize at the time 

that the criticism indicated caring? 

3. P. 112 “…educators best serve students by helping them to be more self-reflective.”  Have you ever had a teacher 

who did this for you? 

 

Seventh Chance: They Just Blew Me Away 

 

1. Choose your favourite part of the lecture and offer your thoughts/comments/opinions on it. 

 

Eighth Chance: Be the First Penguin 

 

1. Choose a song that you feel is reflective of one of the following and explain why (also include the lyrics): 

a. You as a person 

b. Your life as you know it thus far 

c. How you would wish to live your life 

d. A certain time in your life where you really learned something about yourself 

e. A certain person in your life who has influenced you 

f. How you would want people to remember you 

 

Last Chance:  Your Last Lecture (This portion will be double-weighted: 8 marks) 

 

1. Imagine you are in a situation that was similar to Randy‟s.  You have been diagnosed with a terminal illness and 

only have months to live.  You have been asked to give a “Last Lecture” so you begin by reflecting on your life and 

the lessons you have learned.  In a minimum of 500 words, give your “Last Lecture” that includes at least three 

lessons that you would like your audience to take from your lecture. 

 


